
GS BATTERY (USA) INC, 
17253 Chestnut Street 

C:ity of Industry, CA 9 3.748 

October. 7, 2002 

Asscicia te Admiaxstrator for HazaTdous Materials Safety 
Rest an:h aiid Special. Programs Administration 
U,S. Department, of  Transportation 
400 7d1 Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20590-0001 

Atk ntion: l?xemptions, DHM-3'1 

Dea. I Ann Mazu1l.o: 

49 C J?R 107.105(a)@ 
My onl.act information is: 
Katl ~y Pdedberry 
OS 1 latl;ery (USA) Inc. 
172: 3 (:hestnut Street 
City of 'Tndustry, CA 9 1748 
Phoi le: 626-964-8348 ext. 3 1. 
Emz il: katbvm@gsbattery.com 

49 C FR 1O7.105(a)(4) 
The adtitresses of the manufacturing facilities would be: 

Zton g Y ee Industrial Company 
999, Chung Cheng N. Road 
Yeor ~g Kang, Taiiian 
Taiv an, R. 0. C. 

and: 

Tian tin Ztmg Yee Industrial Company 
No. 89 Huangai Road 
Tian \in Economic Technological Dcwelopment Area 
Tedt , Tianjin 
Chin a 

and: 

Japan  Storage Battory 
1 - 8- 1 , N ieh i-shinb as hi 

Japa 11 

Mini to- ku, Tokyo 

8fVE:i O t 8  919 : 'ON X t J j  

mailto:katbvm@gsbattery.com


49 C FR 107.105(c)(l) 
The i t a  tions that GS Battery seek 8 relief from are: 
49 C?R 173.159(& n n d  
49 C FR 173.159(11) 

49 C PR l07.105kX2) 
The notie of transportation would be rail and motor vehicle. 

- 49 C'?R 1.07.105(c)(t3) 
The proposed exemption would dlow the transport of onc type of 2~azui-dous material; 
Batt  !ry fluid, acid to  be tramportod in a non-spscification packaging that has sati.sfactoriIy 
passod ,[;he Cobb test in accordance with 49 CFR 178.51.6, and also Lested in acctxk" 
with 49 CF'H. 178.601-178.608 without any evidence of leakage: or damage. These pa1:kages 
were teeked and marked by Wyle Laboratorios as a Y-ruted UN packaging, but a recent. 
inspcctim by DOT found that this was an error. Ths test reports indicated th;it the 
cont: .inws were tesLed with sand replacing the battcry, wh.ich the inspector indicated was  a 
prob. em and has dready COIIt>NtQd Wyle Laboratories. Unfortunately (X Battery h a s  the 
te8t report indicating that this package is in cmnpliance wi th  thc Hazardous Mamrials 
Regc lati.ons, and therefore they bdieved that t h y  were in full compliance. 

GS 1 attery proposes to follow the general packaging requiremenk and securely c l o ~  those 
1nne1 containers, place them in a strong fiberboard overpack, shrinkwrap these ove packs 
to w( OSN pallets, and placc them in n freight container. The extila overpacking pro\ ides n 
consi jeerable mensure of safety to the batteries shipped inside. 

-- 49 C PR 1 0 7 . 1 0 5 k ~  
We ri:qtteut the exemption to be valid until thc: newly certified UN packagos we: re rdy t o  
replalx Ihe depleted slock o€non-sl)ecification boxes. 

49 C PR 10'7.105(~)(5) 
Our nequesi, is that we ship those packages that we know are not in cxmpliance wlI,h the 
Haza rdcliw Materials Regulations, in a safe manner as specified under thiR exempbon, unt~l  
the n 2wIy certified boxes are available with the proper marks and lab& We feel th,-lt the 
curre nt method of ovorpacking, allows an extra measur8 of safety to a box that ha3 a ready 
been teated to prove its strength. ,and capacity, however we know that it wlll need to be 
r-eplaxd. As soon as the current stock of I~oxcs is depleted we will Hwitch to the ne18 UN 
wrfAod packagings. 

49 C1 'R lO7.lOXcN7) 
The r iatlsrial intended for transportxition undor th is exemption would he: 
Bntkry fluid, acid, 8, UN2796, PG 11. 
Dry c $ai ped batteries with hoses  IT packaged with polyethylene bottles (:ontainmg b, tttery 
acid. 
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49 C ?R 107. I 05kMQ 
So0 ; cttacbeci test report. The test report by Wyle Laborntorics it,eilnms the tests perf )med 
on tile iinner containers. As exphned, these innor containcrs will be further ovcrpacked ~ J I  

a str m g ,  fibei-board box. 

- 49 C W. 107.105(dX1) 
Ther have never been any accidmts or incidents occui-ring in the transportation oi these 
bath ries and battery acids. 

- 49 CiFR 1.07.105((w!~ 
There isi not necessarily an increaiwl risk to safety or property when shipping the bal;teries 
and mt'k1.y acid that did not exisl; previously. We astimate that with proper packal;ing of 
the lprolducts, no increased risk wou1.d exist. The additional safety cmfiiderati:m6 of 
oveq miks, shrinkwrap, use of pallets, and freight containers should protect, the t attery 
fluid a.md battery from any damage that might otherwise occur to the package when 
ship] fed alone. 

-- 4'3 Ci?R 107.105(t.1)(3)(ii) 
The ha~ard  associated with shipment of this product is the noncompliant inncr package. 
The test report show8 that this 1)ackaRe hm successfully passed the 49 CFR pac ruging 
tests a i d  with !,he additional. pickaging used, the final combii~ation packaging ;hould 
logic d3y be safer than if a UN package were shipped alone. 

49 C l?R 107.1 1 7(cZ 
We 1 sqxiest that this exemption be processed on an emergency basis because GS F attery 
cann )t Inntinue functioning since the businoss relies on shipmenl,s of its batteries. The 
optio i to halt shipments of its batteries in order lo wait, for new UN packaging woulc cause 
an e1 ~orinous significant los8, especially whoa an equivalent lcvel of safety can be achxeved 
until thwe new UN packages are designed. The estimated potential economic loss t,o OW 

comF any wodd be approximately I. million dollars per month if this exemption could not be 
gran ea. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 
addit, i onal information. 

Please contact me if you rl2qulre 


